The Collegian will not publish
on Nov. 24 due to the
Thanksgiving holiday.
The last issue of the semester
will be published Dec. 1.

The Collegian

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Monday, November 17, 2014

VOL.67, ISSUE 13| THE STUDENT VOICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE | UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM

Helping to Hearing on Lincoln Park Saluting
end hunger lawsuit set for Wednesday veterans
on campus
ASPIRE collects donations
for students in need

Andrea Torres/Collegian

Harvey Torres, chief financial officer for Valley
Baptist Medical Center-Brownsville, greets
Jose Ramirez, who was among 15 veterans
recognized during the Veterans Day Ceremony
held Tuesday at UT Brownsville.

Oscar Castillo/Collegian
The campus community can make donations
to the UT Brownsville Food Pantry from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in Cortez
Hall 105. Donations welcomed include nonperishable food items, hygiene products and
monetary donations. For more information,
call the ASPIRE office at 882-8250.

Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN

The
Student
Support
Services
Program/ASPIRE is accepting donations
for its UTB Food Pantry from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Friday in Cortez
Hall 105.
ASPIRE Program Director Monica
Revuelta said the purpose of the pantry

See PANTRY, Page 3

Andrea Torres/Collegian
A play structure is one of the attractions that Lincoln Park provides families in its present location.

Michelle N. García
THE COLLEGIAN

A hearing on a request for a temporary
injunction that would keep the City of
Brownsville from conveying Lincoln
Park to the University of Texas System
is scheduled at 9 a.m. Wednesday before
138th state District Court Judge Arturo
Nelson.
Cameron County District Attorney Luis

Saenz and Assistant District Attorney
Matthew Kendall, acting as private
citizens, filed a lawsuit against the city,
the University of Texas System and the
University of Texas at Brownsville on
Nov. 7, claiming the sale of Lincoln Park
is illegal.
The same day, Nelson issued a
temporary restraining order keeping the

See LAWSUIT, Page 17

Gather
around
the
table
H-E-B to host Brownsville’s 22nd annual Feast of Sharing

The Brownsville Police Department Honor
Guard conducts the 21-gun salute.

The Brownsville
Police
Department
Honor Guard
presents
the colors
during the
performance
of the national
anthem.

Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

H-E-B Food Stores Inc. staff
and volunteers have begun serving
Thanksgiving meals in 33 cities across
Texas and Mexico.
The grocery store chain’s first Feast
of Sharing this year was held Nov. 8
in Laredo. It served the Port Isabel
community last Wednesday. The last
Feast of Sharing for the year is scheduled
Dec. 24 in Corpus Christi.
In Brownsville, H-E-B will host
the Feast of Sharing from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Wednesday in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium.
“The purpose of Feast of Sharing is
for us to give back to the community
during the holidays,” HEB Public Affairs
Consultant Virginia Perez said. “We
realize that there are some people that
probably won’t have a Thanksgiving or a
Christmas dinner at home. … It’s just a
way of us giving back to the community.”
H-E-B usually serves about 11,000
people in Brownsville and more than
300,000 meals in Texas. Products used
to make the meals are provided by the
company.
“We have a couple of local vendors
who will provide soft drinks and bread
and some Hygeia milk, but that’s about
it; the rest of the food is all [provided] by
H-E-B,” Perez said.
Two mobile kitchens will be placed

A tribute to the prisoners of war and those
missing in action.

Collegian File Photo

Volunteers prepare to serve slices of pumpkin pie during the 2012 Feast of Sharing in Brownsville.

outside the auditorium. Each mobile
kitchen prepares about 2,500 meals an
hour.
The mobile kitchens prepare 2,500
pounds of turkey breast, 1,850 pounds
of corn bread, 120 gallons of gravy, 310
gallons of mashed potatoes, 80 gallons

of cranberry sauce, 180 gallons of a
vegetable medley, 10,000 dinner rolls
and 10,000 slices of pumpkin pie.
Entertainment will also be provided.
“We just invite everyone to come out
and enjoy the holidays with us and come
and enjoy our food and entertainment;
we’d like to have everybody,” Perez said.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

More than 100 people attended UT
Brownsville’s 15th annual Veterans Day
Ceremony to honor the nation’s veterans
Tuesday on the front lawn of the Main
Building.
“Today we celebrate the service,
sacrifice and enduring achievements of
almost 22 million living Americans who

See VETERANS, Page 3
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is to help end hunger for students on
campus.
The UTB Food Pantry is not limited to
non-perishables; the community can also
donate hygiene products or cash.
Student
Development
Specialist
Jennifer Verduzco said the pantry
originated from Student Health Services
earlier this semester.
“[Student Health Services] were doing
snack bags for the students,” Verduzco
said. “Because they are no longer able
to hold food items over in Student
Health Services, it was discussed in a
staff meeting and [Revuelta] went ahead
and said we would take charge of doing
something a little bit different. Not so
much a lunch bag, but a food pantry.”
Eligible
non-perishables
include
canned tuna, vegetables, fruit and soup,
as well as pasta. Approved hygiene
products include toothpaste, bath soap
and shampoo.
“As long as our office is open, then we
will go ahead and accept donations or
hand them out,” Revuelta replied when
asked about the last day to donate.
To receive assistance, students must
present their UTB ID and fill out a
questionnaire, which will help ASPIRE
officials in future research on living
conditions.
Students may receive assistance only
once a week.
For more information, call ASPIRE at
882-8250.

WATCH
THE COLLEGIAN ONLINE
UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM
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Hike planned in student housing rates
Tuition and fees also under review; forum set for Thursday
Reprinted from The Collegian Online

Andrea Torres

THE COLLEGIAN

Student housing rates in Brownsville
and Edinburg would increase by at
least 2 percent next fall under a plan
presented to the UT Brownsville Student
Government Association.
At Casa Bella, the rates could rise as
much as 3.10 percent, and in Edinburg,
they could go up by 2 percent when the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
opens next year, according to information
provided by UT Brownsville Dean of
Students Doug Stoves, who addressed
the SGA on the matter last Friday.
A tuition and fees plan is also in the
works.
SGA Vice President for Accounting and
Finance Angelica Corona said the UTRGV
Tuition and Fees Task Force will conduct
a forum from 3 to 4:15 p.m. Thursday
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. A
similar forum at UT Pan American will
take place the same day.
The Collegian asked Martin Baylor,
UTPA’s vice president for Business
Affairs and task force chairman, for a
copy of the tuition and fees proposal.
Baylor replied via email: “The proposal
is still in draft form and has not yet
been presented to [UTRGV President
Guy] Bailey; we intend to include the
feedback we receive at the forum in the
recommendations.”
Baylor said the task force will present
two major recommendations:
a

Karina Aguirre/Collegian Photos

Student Government Association Vice
President of Accounting and Finance Angelica
Corona said the Tuition and Fees Task Force has
narrowed the number of fees from 80 to 37. A
forum on tuition and fees will be held at 3:15
p.m. Nov. 20 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.

mandated fixed price (guaranteed)
tuition plan for all UTRGV students and
a cap on tuition and fees at 12 semester
credit hours.
“The guaranteed plan will fix tuition
and fees for four years beginning
with students initially enrolling in the
Fall 2014 semester,” he wrote in the
email. “Students entering college prior
to Fall 2014 would have sliding-scale
guaranteed periods linked to the number
of hours the student has earned.”

VETERANS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jennifer Wood, associate chief of staff for
mental health and psychology internship
training director at the Veterans Affairs Texas
Valley Coastal Bend Health Care System, gives
the keynote address.

served our nation in uniform,” keynote
speaker Jennifer Wood said in her
address.
Wood is associate chief of staff for
mental health and psychology internship
training director for the Veterans Affairs
Texas Valley Coastal Bend Health Care
System.
She gave examples of how veterans
not only fight for our freedom, but seek
a higher education to influence society as
well. Wood mentioned former astronaut
Buzz Aldrin and director Oliver Stone
as examples of veterans who are still
contributing to the country.
Members of the UTB ROTC, under the
direction of Daniel Ibarra, a park ranger
from the Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historic Park, fired three cannon shots:
one round in honor of veterans, the
second for those serving in the U.S.
armed forces and the third for the men
and women who gave the ultimate
sacrifice for the nation.
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Members of the Veterans Upward Bound program include (front row, from left) Claudia Alaniz,
Mayela Garcia, Josefina Cammack, Corina Steinborn, Jose Sanchez and Jose Ramirez. Back Row:
Eduardo Yado, Jose Lazo, Herbert Chavez, Danny Rawls, Quentin Cammack, Elaine Montalvo and
Luis Russell.

UT Brownsville Master Chorale Chamber
singers perform the national anthem during
the presentation of colors.

Members of the UT Brownsville ROTC, under
the direction of Palo Alto National Battlefield
Historic Park Ranger Daniel Ibarra, fire the
cannon in honor of veterans.

Juan Carlos Ayala, a U.S. Army veteran
and Veterans Upward Bound program
participant at UTB, read the significance
of the items on the Prisoner of War/
Missing in Action table.
“[The table] occupies a place of dignity
and honor,” Ayala said during his speech.
“It is set for five, symbolizing the fact that
members of our armed forces are missing
from our ranks. They are referred to as

POWs and MIAs.
“The table symbolized the frailty of
one prisoner; the white tablecloth, the
purity of the intentions to respond to
the country’s call to arms; the single red
rose in the vase, the bloodshed; the rose,
the family and friends of the missing
comrades who keep the faith awaiting
their return; the red ribbon on the vase,
the red ribbons worn on the lapels of the

UT Brownsville Dean of Students Doug Stoves
presents the proposed rates for student
housing and meal plans for UT Rio Grande
Valley, which opens in Fall 2015.

Baylor said the UTRGV tuition and fees
structure is a work in progress and the
task force continues to “reach out to UT
System administration for guidance on
the many statutes that we must follow.”
Corona told fellow members of the SGA
that, under the proposal, incidental fees
for both campuses have been combined.
“There’s over 80 fees,” she said. “That
list has been reduced to around 37 and
we are still looking into reducing those
37 fees to … 20 or so fees. There’s some
things that just seem like we shouldn’t
be charging students and we’re just
removing those.”

See SGA, Page 5

thousands who demand with unyielding
determination a proper accounting of
the comrades; a slice of lemon on the
plate, the bitter fate of the comrades;
the salt sprinkled on the plate, the
countless fallen tears of families as they
wait; the inverted glass and empty chair,
the comrade’s absence; the candle, the
light of hope which lives in the hearts to
illuminate their way home.”
The Rev. Jorge Gomez, chancellor of
the Catholic Diocese of Brownsville and
pastor of Holy Family Church, conducted
the invocation.
Members of the Brownsville Police
Department performed the posting of the
colors and conducted the 21-gun salute,
which was followed by a performance of
taps by Cristian Cisneros, a student in
the UTB Music Department.
The UTB Master Chorale Chamber
singers sang the national anthem and
“God Bless America.”
Leslie Bingham, CEO of Valley Baptist
Medical Center in Brownsville, recognized
15 Veterans Upward Bound participants
for their contributions and courage.
They are Claudia Alaniz, Eduardo Yado,
Herbert Chavez, Juan C. Ayala, Armando
Leon, Danny Rawls, Quentin Cammack,
Joshua Hyde, Josefina Cammack, Jose
Lazo, Elaine Montalvo, Cosme Martinez,
Jose Sanchez, Luis D. Russell and Jose D.
Ramirez.
More than 450 veterans attend UTB. Of
these, 125 participate in the university’s
Veterans Upward Bound program.
UTB President at Interim William
Fannin praised the event.
“We need to take some time to thank
our veterans, because without them we
would not have the freedoms that we have
today. … It was a great event,” Fannin
said after the ceremony. “The Veterans
Upward Program did a wonderful job
organizing this event and honoring all
those who served in our military.”

4

opinion

Monday, November 17, 2014

The Collegian

One scene fades out,
another fades in
Alberto Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN

In
your
neighborhoods, your
streets
and
your
playgrounds is where
I grew up, and after 23
years of calling you my
home, I depart from
you, Brownsville. I
now leave graduated,
humbled and prepared to embrace the
rest of my life.
I take with me the memories that
I made, the love of my family and
friends and the skills I acquired at
your beloved university. As of Dec. 13,
I will have a bachelor of arts degree in
communication, leaving me with two
final weeks in Brownsville before starting
my first post-grad job in photography in
Keystone, Colo.
Vail Ski Resorts, a company that hires
photographers to capture photos of
people who visit Keystone Mountain for
ski trips and vacations, hired me. EpicMix
is the company under Vail where I will be
employed. The opportunity came from
Larry Hutton, manager of EpicMix, who
I met during my three-month internship
in Talkeetna, Alaska, last summer.
I accepted his offer and upon my return
to Brownsville in August, I prepared to
bid farewell to the tip of Texas and focus
on graduating from UTB and finishing
my last semester as webcast editor for
The Collegian, a position that I’ve held
for a year and a half.
Working at the student newspaper,
I improved my writing skills and
transformed my videotaping and video

See LEAVING, Page 17

Is the world OK?
Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

Maybe you believe
in one god or maybe
you believe in many
gods or maybe you
don’t believe in a
higher power at all,
but I do think that
people want a world
without war of any
kind. I really don’t understand how the
world has ended up as badly as it is right
now.
Maybe it is because I am older now and
I understand and pay attention to what is
happening around the world, or at least
that’s what I want to believe. I was born
in 1992 and I experienced the first time
you could use the Internet, cell phones,
computers and good TV shows for kids,
and I look around and see how many
things are different now, in a bad way.
But, it’s more than technology and TV
shows that have changed--it’s the world
in general. The drug-related violence in
Mexico has made everyone afraid of going
there. Not long ago, everyone would
prefer going to a party in Matamoros
rather than in Brownsville. Now you have
to be careful on the streets of Matamoros,
no matter the time of day. Then there are
the wars going on throughout the world,
not just across the border, which leaves
us with the feeling that humanity has
taken a turn for the worse.
We care more about money than about
taking care of our planet, which doesn’t
make any sense because if we don’t take
care of it we will not survive that long.

See WORLD, Page 17

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
UTPA students, it’s time to
look out the window
Dear UTPA students, if you have
time to protest an item as trivial as a
nickname/mascot, then you must have
time for some much more important
matters such as:
--Your brother and sister university
and high school students who have been
protesting the Mexican governmental
and legal policies; why not a peaceful
protest at a South Texan Mexican
consulate?
--The soon-to-come increase in oil and
gas fracking on both sides of the river; a
protest at a drilling company?

--The United States’ renewed military
activities in the Near and Middle East;
protest at a post office?
--Dramatically low voting in the recent
election, a solution?
--Unfair United States’ immigration
policies, especially toward the millions
of Mexicans who have been here for
decades, and hundreds of thousands
Central Americans who have been here
for at least five to 10 years; protest at an
INS office?
--Inadequate public transportation in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley, a solution?
--A public and private school system
that stresses tests instead of connections,
serious reading, a solution?
--Insufficient  women’s and children’s
basic healthcare in the Lower Rio Grande

Valley, especially for poor and lowerincome families; protest at Republican
federal and state legislators’ offices?
So, UTPA students, expand your
concerns, and quickly!
Many protests await you, as do
solutions, all more essential than a
nickname/mascot name.
It would be wonderful if you could tell
relatives in 20 or so years what part you
played in the endless struggle for a fairer
civilization.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville

MYSTERY WORD
HINT: T _ _ _ _ y

15 Seconds: What are you thankful for?

Ernesto Juarez
Computer science junior
“I’m thankful for being here
in school and for my wife.
I’m thankful for a Christian
organization here called Alpha
Omega and that I can have
a chance to be a part of and
study the Bible with people.
I’m grateful for a lot, actually.”

--Compiled by Alberto Garcia
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza

Lorena Gudiño
Estudiante de traducción e
interpretación en español

“Estoy agradecida por tener
salud, por tener vida y por
mi certificado que voy a tener
de español, traductora e
interprete y [por] mi facilidad
de los idiomas”.

Annette Sosa
Art junior
“I’m thankful for, first of all,
God, his son and the Holy
Spirit and I’m really thankful
for all the loved ones he has
placed in my life and all my
friends. I’m thankful for all the
opportunities that I’m given
and all the blessings. A lot of
people don’t have that, so I’m
thankful for all that I have in
life.”

Gabriel Almanza
Texas Southmost College
architecture sophomore

“I’m thankful that I have
a family that supports me
through everything that I’m
doing right now. I’m just
thankful to have everyone in
my life that matters to me.”

The Collegian
SGA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Stoves presented the proposed UTRGV
room and board rates.
“These are the rates being proposed, at
this point, for both the Brownsville and
Edinburg campus. At the Brownsville
campus we are looking at, for our housing
rates, to go up 3 percent. For [Fall 2015], a
single room at Casa Bella would increase
in cost for the year by $130.”
Currently, a one bedroom, one bath
accommodation at Casa Bella costs
$2,100 per semester. Under the plan, the
rate would be $2,165.
A similar accommodation at Bronc
Village in Edinburg would increase from
the current $3,631.50 per semester to
$3,705.
Stoves said one of the biggest changes
proposed is an “opt-out fee.”
“Students who will apply to live in
housing have until July 1 to cancel,” he
said. “After July 1, to Aug. 1, if you cancel,
basically you have a cancellation fee of
$300. Reasons why we charge those fees
is because, as summer goes along we find
it more and more difficult for us to find
people to put in those beds. After Aug.
1 to the first move-in day, it becomes
$500. … Then after the beginning of the
term, it’s $500 plus a daily rate called a
per diem, and that’s $22.50 a day for a
single, $15 a day for a double.”
He also presented meal plans.
“I can’t really see us requiring a meal
plan, especially with full kitchens at
the Brownsville campus at this point,”
Stoves said. “If we’re going to build new
residence halls in the future that are more
traditional—just two beds and a bath—
we’re going to have to build a servery
so that way students can eat. As we look
forward to the future, the immediate
short-term future, we are looking at the
opportunity for students to voluntarily, if
they want to have a meal plan, they can
get a meal plan, but it’s not going to be a
requirement.”
On the Edinburg campus, students
have to participate in a meal plan.
In other UTRGV-related matters,
SGA President Eréndira Santillana said
students who wish to voice their opinion
or have questions regarding the new
mascot may email the University of Texas
System or UTRGV President Guy Bailey.
On Nov. 6, the UT System
board of regents approved Bailey’s
recommendation of the Vaquero as the
new university’s mascot. More than
10,000 people have signed an online
petition to keep UTPA’s Bronc as the
mascot, a protest was held on the UTPA
campus Nov. 10 and another petition
seeks Bailey’s resignation. A protest is
scheduled on the UTB campus Thursday.
In other SGA business, Santillana
administered the oath of office to Luis
Macias, who was appointed senator pro
tem and previously served as senator for
the College of Science, Mathematics and
Technology; Carlos Gutierrez, graduate
senator; and Stephen Torres and Marcos
Juarez, as associate judges of the
Supreme Court.
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To infinity & beyond

Andrea Torres/Collegian
The UT Brownsville Feline Dancers perform an interpretation of “A Shout Across Time,” as narrated by physics graduate student Jose Martinez Nov.
8 in the Texas Southmost College Arts Center. “A Shout Across Time” is a film written, directed and produced by Dennis Aig, a photography and film
professor at Montana State University. The event celebrated Einstein, his theory of general relativity and gravitational wave astronomy and was part of
the inaugural Rio Grande Science and Arts Festival at UTB.

The Allegro Ballet School Diamond Senior Company performs a dance inspired by black holes during the first act of “A Shout Across Time.”

The string section of the UT Brownsville Symphony Orchestra performs
during “A Shout Across Time.”
Astronomer Knicole Colón talks about her research on detection and
characterization of extrasolar planets during an interview with UT
Brownsville Communication Professor William Strong.

The UTB Symphony
Orchestra, under the
direction of Music
Department Lecturer
Martha Placeres, performs
for the final act of “A Shout
Across Time.” Ira J. Mowitz
of Princeton University
composed the music.
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Percussion ensemble to perform

The UTB Percussion Ensemble will
perform at 7:30 tonight in the Texas
Southmost College Arts Center as part
of the Patron of the Arts program.
General admission is $5. For more
information, contact Patron of the Arts
at 882-7025 or at patron@utb.edu.

Senior art exhibit

A Senior Show will open with a
reception at 6 tonight in the Art Gallery
at Rusteberg Hall. Admission is $1.
For more information, contact Gallery
Director Alejandro Macias at 8827097 or at alejandro.macias1@utb.edu.

Study Abroad Reunion

The Office of Global Engagement
will host a reunion for students who
are interested or have studied abroad
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. today at Salón
Cassia in Main Building. Students can
join the UTB Globe Trotters to share
pictures, videos, stories, songs and
memories. Pizza will be served. For more
information, call the Office of Global
Engagement at 882-7092.

Glow in the Dark Frisbee

The Office of Student Engagement
invites students to take part in Glow
in the Dark Frisbee from 6 to 9
p.m. Tuesday on the Student Union
lawn. Students must bring their UTB
ID. For more information, call Student
Engagement at 882-5138.

‘War and Peace’

“War and Peace: A Global Tour
of Conflict from 1939 to Today in
Four Vignettes” will be presented
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Tuesday in the
Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The event
is sponsored by the College of Liberal
Arts and the College of Education.
For more information, call the Office of
Global Engagement at 882-7092.

‘Eating Clean’

An information session titled “Your
Foolproof Guide to ‘Eating Clean’”
will be held from noon to 1 p.m. Tuesday
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The
event is part of a wellness series sponsored
by Student Health Services, the
Campus
Suicide
Prevention
Program and the Substance Abuse
and HIV Prevention Program.
For more information, call Counselor
Sandra Rubio at 882-3896.

Flute, clarinet ensembles

The UTB Flute and Clarinet
Ensembles will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday in the Texas Southmost College
Arts Center as part of the Patron of

the Arts program. Admission is $5. For
more information, contact Patron of the
Arts at 882-7025 or at patron@utb.edu.

Study Abroad Fair

The Office of Global Engagement
will host the Study Abroad Fair from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday in the
Main Building’s Gran Patio. Students
can learn about 2015 Summer Study
Abroad programs, meet the directors
and talk to former study abroad students.
Students can explore Semester Abroad
opportunities at the 22 international
partner institutions across the globe and
meet international students from several
universities who are spending a semester
at UTB. Free food will be served at 11 a.m.
For more information, call the Office of
Global Engagement at 882-7092.

Noche De Estrellas

Noche De Estrellas, a student talent
show, takes place at 6 p.m. Wednesday
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. The
Office of Student Engagement and
Campus Activities Board (CAB)
hosts the annual show. Admission is $3
for students with ID and $5 for nonstudents. For more information, contact
the Office of Student Engagement at
882-5033 or studentlife@utb.edu

UTB Symphony Orchestra

The UTB Symphony Orchestra will
perform at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
Texas Southmost College Arts Center as
part of the Patron of the Arts program.
Admission is $5. For more information,
contact Patron of the Arts at 882-7025 or
at patron@utb.edu.

ACT Prep Course

The Language Institute will offer
an ACT preparation course from
Wednesday to Dec. 11. This course
prepares students for all sections of the
ACT exam: sentence completion, reading
comprehension, grammar, essay writing,
math and scientific reasoning. This is a
four-week course that is offered before
each of the national test dates. The next
ACT test date for this session will be Dec.
13. The deadline to register is Tuesday;
space is limited to 24 students. For more
information, call Language Institute
Administrative Assistant Luis Garcia at
882-4178.

Blood Drive

UTB Student Health Services will
sponsor a blood drive from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Thursday in the Student Union’s La
Sala. To schedule an appointment, call
Secretary Beverly Estrada at 882-7643
or visit Cortez Hall 237.

Russian music concert

An “Evening of Russian Music”
performed by Polina Golubkova, an
exchange student from St. Petersburg,
Russia, Josue Medellin and their
friends will take place from 7 to 8 p.m.
Thursday in the TSC Arts Center Red
Room. For more information, call the
Office of Global Engagement at 8827092.

International Movie Night

“Wanted,” an action thriller featuring
Angelina Jolie and Morgan Freeman,
will be screened at 6 p.m. Friday on the
Student Union lawn. The film was directed
by Timur Bekmambetov, a Kazakh
director, producer and screenwriter. The
winners of the Capturing Cultures
Contest will receive their prizes for the
best picture or video taken abroad. For
more information, call the Office of
Global Engagement at 882-7092.

Math and Science Academy
info session

The Mathematics and Science
Academy will host information sessions
for incoming high school students.
At MSA, students take classes from
university faculty with regular UTRGV
students in an environment of close
supervision and guidance. Admission
to MSA is free. Information sessions
will be held Dec. 6, Jan. 24, Feb. 7, Feb.
21, March 21 and April 11. All sessions
start at 10 a.m. in Main Building Room
2.112. For more information, email MSA
Coordinator Camilla Montoya at
camilla.montoya@utb.edu.

Food for Fines

The
UT
Brownsville
Police
Department will accept food for fines
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday until Nov. 25 in SETB 1.376
and Main Building. The university
community can donate canned food in
lieu of paying citations. Food collected
will be donated to the Good Neighbor
Settlement House, OSANAM Center
and other local charities. A maximum of
two citations may be dismissed in this
manner. For more information, call the
UTB Police Department at 882-8232.

Free flu vaccines

Student
Health
Services will
administer free flu vaccines to UTB
students, staff and faculty weekdays
beginning at 8 a.m. in Cortez Hall 237
while supplies last. For more information,
call Secretary Rosie Camero at 8823896.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo

POLICE REPORTS Meetings
The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Nov. 2 and 8.

Nov. 2

6:25
p.m.:
A
University
guard
reported a media
projector as missing
from Room 1.102 in the
Life and Health Sciences
Building. A University
Police officer checked the area but was
unable to recover any evidence or locate
any suspects.
9:10 p.m.: A staff member reported
that an unknown person damaged his
vehicle’s hood while attempting to force
it open while the vehicle was parked in
Lot A1. A University Police officer was
able to lift fingerprints from the hood.

Nov. 4

12:20 a.m.: University Police responded
to a call from the Brownsville Police

Protest against Vaquero mascot

Department regarding a student who felt
dizzy at the Casa Bella student housing
complex. The student said he had taken
some over-the-counter medication and
was feeling dizzy. Brownsville Emergency
Medical Services transported the student
to the hospital, where he remained for
observation. The Dean of Students Office
was notified of the incident.
11:34 a.m.: A woman in the Student
Union reported having severe lower
abdominal pain and feeling faint.
Brownsville Emergency Medical Services
transported her to the hospital.
7:14 p.m.: A student accidentally struck
an unattended vehicle because she was
having mechanical issues with her car
in Lot A1. A University Police officer
contacted the owner of the vehicle to tell
him what happened.

A protest against the Vaquero, the University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley’s newly approved
mascot, will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday on the Student Union lawn. The protest
will include open mic sessions for students to
voice their opinions and there will be a march
to the President’s Office at noon. Signatures are
needed for a referendum. Students can sign up
for the protest on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/events/1502692953339860/.

See POLICE REPORTS, Page 8

See MEETINGS, Page 8

Peer support group

Student Health Services sponsors a
confidential support group for students who
have suffered trauma. The meetings will be held
from 1 to 2 p.m. Thursday in Cortez Hall 220.
Participants will learn new skills to enhance
their life. For more information, call Counselor
Leticia Fierros-Garza at 882-3896.

Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters

Anonymous, a program of
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Nov. 5

8:08 p.m.: A student refused to sign
in as a guest at the Casa Bella student
housing complex and was found in one
of the apartments. University Police told
her she needed to sign in as a guest; the
student eventually complied. She was
advised if she violated the rules again
she would be issued a criminal trespass
warning.

Nov. 6

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Members of the Campus Activities Board include (front row, from left) Ixel De La Fuente, Melissa Lamas, Vice President Juan Carlos Hernandez, President
Vanessa Sandoval, Liliana Abarca and Secretary Nancy Aldape. Second row: Isaac Garcia, Rubi Hernandez, Magan Galvan, Crystal Chavez and Adrian
Perez. Third row: Alex Ramirez, Ingrid Ledbetter, Jonathan Castaño, Mayra Cerda, Yosalin Rivera and Mark Mendoza. Fourth row: Ana Chaparro, Chelsy
Cantu, Lorena Longoria, Abigail Nunez-Saenz and Sasha Krauss. Back row: Cesar Rosales, Luis Troncoso and Rebeca Rodriguez.

Name: Campus Activities Board
Purpose: Dedicated to bringing students
fun and free activities on campus, with
the goal of pushing the boundaries of
campus events by providing diverse and
unique entertainment.
President: Vanessa Sandoval
Vice President: J.C. Hernandez

Secretary: Nancy Aldape
Treasurer: Rubi Hernandez
Adviser: Cristina Rivera, administrative
assistant for the Office of Student
Engagement
Activities: Halloween Havoc, Noche
de Estrellas, Movie under the Stars,
Magnolia Grand Ball, among others

Meetings: 1 p.m. Wednesday in the
Student Union’s Salón Gardenia
Membership requirements: Must be
a UTB student in good academic standing
For more information, contact:
Sandoval at (956) 455-3688.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

MEETINGS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
recovery from compulsive eating, meets at 6:30
p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez Hall 220. For
more information, call Martha Sanchez at
882-8952.

Co-Dependency Anonymous

Co-Dependency Anonymous meets every
Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Casa
Bella student housing complex. For more
information, call Student Health Services
Counselor Lynn Black at 882-3896.

Busy Moms

Busy Moms, a free support group for all female
UTB students, meets from noon to 1 p.m. every
Friday in Cortez Hall 220. For more information,
call Licensed Clinical Social Worker Sandra
Rubio at 882-3896.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo

1:20 a.m.: While attempting to reverse
a police unit, a University Police officer
struck a speed limit sign, causing it to
fall over. No injuries were reported and
the sign was reported to the Facilities
Department for repairs.
10:47 a.m.: A group of students was
disrupting classes by playing baseball
inside SET-B. A University Police officer
advised the students he would forward
the information to the dean of students
for review.
2:10 p.m.: A staff member reported
someone struck her vehicle while it was
parked in Lot A1. The staff member said
her vehicle was in normal condition when
she went into work at 8 a.m. She also said
her husband used her vehicle around 10
a.m. but he could not remember if there
were any vehicles parked adjacent to
hers.
2:25 p.m.: Staff members reported
receiving phone calls from an unknown
man. The man made no direct threats.
The identity of the caller is unknown.
3:54 p.m.: A man kept showing up for
unscheduled counseling sessions with
a student employee. The student said
in one of the sessions, the client started
confessing his feelings for her, grabbed
her hand and prohibited her from
leaving until he was finished confessing
his feelings. The client has been referred
to another clinic for the safety of the
counselors and student employees.
University Police provided several
escorts to the employee at her request.
She requested that the man be issued a
criminal trespass warning as he has no
affiliation with the university.
10:02 p.m.: While on patrol, a
University Police guard found a student
in Rusteberg Hall who had a strong
odor of alcohol on his breath. University
Police determined he was not intoxicated
to the point of being a danger to himself
or others. A female student said she
would sign a waiver of responsibility to
take custody of the student and take him
home.

Nov. 7

11:08 a.m.: A staff member reported
that one of her student employees was
being harassed by a loan company.
The staff member requested to have
the number blocked from all university
phone lines. University Police notified
Information Technology Services to
block the number.
11:08 a.m.: A Casa Bella resident
reported that her roommate took several
of her items and used them without her
permission. The student said she would
confront her roommate, who would
apologize and return her belongings. The
resident said she would not like to press
charges at this time.

Nov. 8

ALL YOUR NEWS IN ONE PLACE

WWW.UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM

11:14 a.m.: A student reported a man
followed her to the Texas Southmost
College Arts Center and banged on her
car window after she passed him on
International Boulevard to avoid an
accident. The student also reported
the incident to the Brownsville Police
Department.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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arts & entertainment
or less:
Poet on campus $10
A Thanksgiving basket for someone in need
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Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Author and poet Rosebud Ben-Oni reads poems from her book, “SOLECISM” (Virtual Artists’
Collective, 2013), during the Writer’s Live event held Thursday night in the Main Building’s Salón
Cassia. Dozens of people attended the presentation. Ben-Oni, whose mother is from Brownsville,
lives in New York City. She earned a bachelor’s degree at New York University and a master of fine
arts from the University of Michigan.

Depression Awareness
Art Show

Monica Gudiño/COLLEGIAN
Shown is some of the artwork on display as part of the Depression Awareness Art Show in Cortez
Hall. The art show featured the work of students, including photos, drawings and collages.

Los C’lotes

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

If you have plenty this year, you might
want to share it with someone in need
who doesn’t have enough money to buy a
Thanksgiving dinner.
With only $10, we filled a gift basket
with some seasonal food items. Don’t
have a basket? Wrap the items with
cellophane or gift wrapping paper.
We bought Hormel Compleats
Homestyle Turkey & Dressing for $2.18,
the most expensive item in the basket.
The meal is microwaveable and consists
of oven-roasted white turkey with
traditional dressing and turkey gravy.
To accompany the turkey and dressing,
we added a package of Idahoan Butter &
Herb mashed potatoes, which cost 87
cents. Add the potatoes to a bowl with
two cups of water that has been heated
in the microwave oven. Add butter, if you
like, and stir.
You can’t have potatoes without gravy.
We picked McCormick Brown Gravy Mix

(30 percent less sodium), which costs 52
cents. Mix the package ingredients with 1
cup of water and cook in the microwave,
too.
And for dessert, we have two options.
Option 1: We bought the Jell-O
NoBake Pumpkin Style Pie Dessert,
which includes the filling and crust for
only $1.58. However, the crust requires 5
tablespoons of butter and 2 tablespoons
of sugar, and the filling requires 2 cups of
milk. We did not buy these ingredients.
Option 2: The Got Milk? Delicious
Hot Chocolate Mini Marshmallow & Milk
Chocolate Flavored Spoon, which costs
$1.98. When mixed with warm milk or
water, this turns into a chocolate drink
that you will definitely enjoy in this cold
weather.
We added a final item for someone to
enjoy with the Thanksgiving meal or later
in the night: A can of Campbell’s Chicken
Noodle Soup for 80 cents.
Even if you don’t think this is a lot
for someone in need, it might mean the
world to them.

By Clarissa Martinez
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Aumento programado para costos de alojamiento estudiantil
Costos de matriculación también
están bajo revisión; foro tomará
lugar el jueves
Andrea Torres

THE COLLEGIAN

Costos de alojamiento estudiantil en
Brownsville y Edinburg aumentarán por
un mínimo de 2 por ciento el próximo otoño
bajo el plan presentado a la asociación del
gobierno estudiantil de UT Brownsville.
En Casa Bella, el costo se puede
aumentar tanto como un 3.10 por ciento,
y en Edinburg, podría subir 2 por ciento
cuando la Universidad de Texas Rio
Grande Valley abra el próximo año, de
acuerdo con la información provista por
el decano estudiantil de UT Brownsville
Doug Stoves, quien se dirigió al SGA
sobre el tema el 7 de noviembre.
Un plan de costos de matriculación
también
se
está
preparando.
Vicepresidente
de
SGA
para
contabilidad
y
finanzas
Angélica
Corona dijo que la fuerza operativa
de costos de matriculación de UTRGV
llevará a cabo un foro de 3 a 4:15 p.m.
el jueves en el Gran Salón de la Unión
Estudiantil. Un foro parecido en UT Pan
American tomará lugar el mismo día.
The Collegian le pidió a Martin Baylor,
vicepresidente de asuntos comerciales
y moderador de la fuerza operativa de
UTPA, una copia de la propuesta de costos
de matriculación. Baylor respondió
vía correo electrónico: “La propuesta
aún está en estado de borrador y aún
no se ha sido presentado [al presidente
de UTRGV Guy] Bailey; es nuestra
intención incluir el comentario recibido
en el foro en las recomendaciones.
Baylor dijo que el grupo de trabajo
presentará
dos
recomendaciones
principales: un plan de costos
universitarios mandando un precio
fijo (garantizado) para todos los
estudiantes de UTRGV y un tope en
los costos de matriculación después
de 12 horas de créditos por semestre.
“El plan garantizado fijará los costos

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Presidente de la asociación del gobierno estudiantil Eréndira Santillana juramenta a los nuevos
miembros. (De la izquierda) senador temporal Luis Macías, senador graduado Carlos Gutierrez,
conjuez Stephen Torres y conjuez Marcos Juárez.

de matriculación por cuatro años
empezando con los estudiantes que se
inscriban inicialmente el semestre de
otoño 2014”, escribió él en el correo
electrónico. “Estudiantes entrando al
colegio antes del otoño 2014 tendrán
una garantía de periodos de escala
móvil relacionado con el número de
horas que el estudiante ha recibido”.
Baylor dijo que la estructura de los
costos de matriculación de UTRGV
es una obra en proceso y la fuerza
operativa continuará a “contactar a la
administración del Sistema Universitario
de Texas para consejo en los muchos
decretos que tenemos que seguir”.
Corona le dijo a los compañeros
miembros del SGA que, bajo la
propuesta, honorarios secundarios para
ambos campus han sido combinados.
“Hay más de 80 tasas [actualmente]”,
ella dijo. “Esa lista ha sido reducida a
alrededor de 37 y aún estamos buscando
de reducir esas 37 tasas a… unas 20 tasas
más o menos. Hay algunas cosas que
creemos que no deberíamos cobrarle a los
estudiantes y solo estamos quitando esas”.
Stoves presentó los precios propuestos
de alojamiento y alimento de UTRGV.

“Estos son los precios que han sido
propuestos, en este momento, para ambos
campus de Brownsville y de Edinburg.
En el campus de Brownsville estamos
viendo que, para nuestras tarifas de
alojamiento, suban un 3 por ciento. Para
[otoño 2015], un cuarto en Casa Bella
aumentará en costo por el año por $130”.
Actualmente, un alojamiento de
una recamara y un baño en Casa
Bella cuesta $2,100 por semestre.
Bajo el plan, el precio sería $2,165.
Un alojamiento parecido en Bronc
Village en Edinburg aumentaría del precio
actual de $3,631.50 por semestre a $3,705.
Stoves dijo que uno de los
cambios más grandes propuestos
es la “tarifa tras optar por no”.
“Estudiantes que aplicarán para vivir
en el alojamiento tienen hasta julio 1
para cancelar”, él dijo. “Después de julio
1 a agosto 1, si cancelas, básicamente
tienes un cargo de cancelación de
$300. Razones por cobrar esos cargos
es porque, como pasa el verano se
nos hace más y más difícil encontrar
a personas para poner en esas camas.
Después de agosto 1 al primer día de
mudanza, será $500. … Luego después

del comienzo del semestre, será $500
más una tarifa diaria, y eso es $22.50
por día por habitación individual,
$15 por día por habitación doble”.
Él también presentó planes de alimento.
“En realidad no puedo vernos
requiriendo un plan de alimento,
especialmente con cocinas en el campus
de Brownsville a esta altura”, Stoves
dijo. “Si vamos a construir una nueva
residencia en el futuro que sean más
tradicional--solo dos camas y un baño-vamos a tener que construir un cafetería
para que los estudiantes puedan comer.
Mientras miramos hacia el futuro, el
futuro inmediato a corto plazo, estamos
viendo a la oportunidad para estudiantes
que voluntariamente, si quieren tener un
plan de alimento, puedan agarrar un plan
de alimento, pero no será un requisito”.
En
el
campus
de
Edinburg,
los
estudiantes
tienen
que
participar en el plan de alimento.
En otros asuntos relacionados con
UTRGV, presidente de SGA Eréndira
Santillana dijo que si estudiantes
gustarían hacer oír su opinión o si
tienen preguntas sobre la nueva mascota
pueden enviar un correo electrónico
al Sistema Universitario de Texas o
al presidente de UTRGV Guy Bailey.
En noviembre 6, la junta de regentes
del Sistema UT aprobó la recomendación
de Bailey del Vaquero como la nueva
mascota de la universidad. Más de 10,000
personas han firmado una petición en
línea para mantener el Bronc de UTPA
como la mascota, una protesta llevó a cabo
en el campus de UTPA el 10 de noviembre
y otra petición busca la renuncia de
Bailey. Una protesta está programada
en el campus de UTB para el jueves.
En otros asuntos de SGA, Santillana
administró el juramento al cargo a Luis
Macias, quien fue nombrado senador
por ahora y quien anteriormente
sirvió como senador para el colegio
de ciencia, matemática y tecnología;
Carlos Gutierrez, senador graduado;
y Stephen Torres y Marcos Juarez,
como conjueces de la corte suprema.
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Broncs and Ocelots meet at UTPA

Athlete of the Week

Students from both schools unite at volleyball game

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Andrea Torres/Collegian Photos
Ozzie the Ocelot and Bucky the Bronc compete against UT Pan American UTPA sophomore accounting major Liliana Vazquez (second from right) and
sophomore dietetics major Elizabeth Diaz in a three-legged race Nov. 8 on the UTPA campus.

Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN

Bucky the Bronc welcomed 50
University of Texas at Brownsville
students who visited the UT PanAmerican campus for the last home game
of the Broncs volleyball team Nov. 8.
Bucky and UTPA officials encouraged
about 75 UTB and UTPA students to
participate in games, including a coin
drop, can knockdown and an obstacle
course. The obstacle course consisted of
two people picking up a spoon and an egg
and walking around traffic cones with the
egg on the spoon. They then had to put
the spoon down and then participate in a
three-legged race to the finish line.
Bucky and Ozzie the Ocelot, which
is UTB’s mascot, formed a team for the
obstacle course and competed against
UTPA sophomore accounting major
Liliana Vazquez and sophomore dietetics
major Elizabeth Diaz. Ozzie dropped his
spoon several times and Bucky moved
the traffic cones, but they managed to tie
with Vazquez and Diaz.
When the games ended, everyone had
roast chicken for lunch. After lunch,
Ozzie brought the party back when he
danced to V.I.C.’s “Wobble Baby” with
the students.
The students later took a group photo
at the UTPA Fieldhouse before the
volleyball game between the Broncs and
the New Mexico State University Aggies.
The Broncs fell short against the Aggies
in a 3-1 match.
The get-together was meant to unite
students from both universities, which
will merge as the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley in Fall 2015.
“I like how it was so easy for us to come
together and support the team,” Julie
Diaz, a UTPA junior psychology major
said. “We won’t have that hard of a time
[coming together] that everybody thinks
that we will.”
UTB senior engineering physicsmechanical engineering major Raul
Castillo also enjoyed the outing.
“It was a pretty great experience
because since we’re going to be merging

A University of Texas Pan American player prepares to spike the ball against the New Mexico State
University Aggies Nov. 8 in the UTPA Fieldhouse. Fifty students from UT Brownsville attended the
game.

together, it was great to have both
campuses sitting on the same side,”
Castillo said.
University officials also were positive.
“I think this was a great idea!” UTPA
Associate Dean of Students Edna
Zambrano-Martinez said of uniting the
students from both schools. “It was a

good way for the student leaders to get to
know each other.”
Zambrano-Martinez said she was
looking forward to visiting the UTB
campus on Nov. 15 for the Ocelots’
volleyball conference tournament game
beginning at 2 p.m. in the Garza Gym.

Name: Francisco Treviño
Classification: Junior
Major: Business
Sport: Soccer
Position: Midfielder
Hometown: Brownsville
Who is your favorite athlete?
“Cristiano Ronaldo, because he’s always
worked hard to accomplish everything he
has accomplished even though people call
him arrogant. … Either you love him or
you hate him and, well, he still manages
to play without no problem.”
Who is your role model? “Floyd
Mayweather, because all that he has
achieved during 17 years of just working
hard at his sport and becoming the
greatest ever.”
What is the best advice you’ve ever
been given and by whom? ‘‘Hard
work, dedication, by Mayweather, too,
’cause it’s just that simple. If you just
work at it, you’re going to achieve it.”
What do you like to do for fun?
“Well, I like to hang out with my friends,
play soccer and listen to music.”
When did you begin playing soccer
and why did you start playing? “I
was about 6 years old. … I would be in
karate, swimming, but it wasn’t really
that fun until I tried soccer and that’s
where I stayed.”
Did you play in high school and did
you get any awards? “Yes, I played
four years in high school and the highest
we reached was regional quarterfinals.”
What are your goals for the season?
“Now that we are undefeated 18-0 and
[regular season] champs, we’re trying to
take on the conference tournament, get
first place and go to Miami to the national
tournament.”
What is your favorite movie? “‘Lord
of the Rings.’ I’ve always liked it and that
war stuff I like.”
Is there a song that gets your head in
the game? “‘Forever’ by Drake. Which is
basically about how Lebron James, from
high school, made it to the NBA and how
he plays and he’s dominated at the sport.”
What are your plans for the Fall
2015 semester? “Maybe stay here or
try to look for another team and keep on
playing.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza

Visit us at
www.utbcollegian.com
Like us on
facebook.com/utbcollegian
Follow us on Twitter
@utbcollegian
UT Brownsville and UT Pan American students, staff and mascots prepare for a group photo with
their University of Texas Rio Grande Valley T-shirts.
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UTB Chess Team to compete
in Fall FIDE tourney Friday

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

The Rio Grande Ospreys were
eliminated Wednesday in the secondround playoff match of the U.S. Chess
League, losing to the New York Knights
2.5-1.5.
Grandmaster Anton Kovalyov lost his
game, Grandmaster Andrey Stukopin
drew his game, FIDE Master Roberto
Miramontes lost his game and Simon
Vasquez III won his game.
Stukopin finished second in the Most
Valuable Player classification of the
league.
“I’m very proud of Andrey,” Chess
Program Director Russell Hardwood
said about Stukopin’s accomplishment.
“It is very special because this is his first
semester here. … He’s really come a long
way since I first met him in June. It’s a
really amazing accomplishment.”

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian Photos
UT Brownsville Cross-Country runners Vanessa Garcia (left), David Guillen and Hector Becerra are shown with Coach Sam Buchanan (second from
right). The runners will compete Saturday in the NAIA National Cross-Country Meet in Lawrence, Kan.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

After a top 10 finish in their respective
races in the RRAC Meet, UT Brownsville
Cross-Country runners David Guillen,
Hector Becerra and Vanessa Garcia have
qualified to compete as individuals in
the NAIA National Cross-Country Meet,
scheduled at 10:30 a.m. Saturday in
Lawrence, Kan.
“I think everybody is excited to go up
to Kansas and see what they can do as
individuals against some of the best of
the country,” Head Coach Sam Buchanan
said Tuesday. “I think Vanessa has a great
shot at being an All-American. Same
with David and also Hector. They’re all
incredibly talented athletes and they’ve
shown and proven that.”
Volleyball
The
National
Association
of
Intercollegiate
Athletics
National
Volleyball Tournament will begin its
opening round Saturday at various

campus sites and will continue Dec. 2-6
in Sioux City, Iowa.
The UT Brownsville Volleyball Team
hosted the Red River Athletic Conference
Tournament last Friday and Saturday.
“We’re fairly healthy, which is a good
thing,” Athletics Director and Head
Coach Todd Lowery said Wednesday,
ahead of their 7:30 p.m. semifinal match
Friday at the Garza Gym. “The girls had
a couple of days off and a good week of
practice. … We just got to come out and
be prepared Friday night for whoever it
is we’re facing and really take care of the
things on our side of the net.”
The Ocelots battled against the winner
of the Match 1 quarterfinal between
the Bacone College Warriors and the
University of St. Thomas-Houston Celts.
The championship game was played
Saturday. Visit utbcollegian.com for
results of both games.
Men’s Soccer
The opening round of the NAIA
National Tournament will start Saturday

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian

UT Brownsville Grandmaster Andrey Stukopin
moves a pawn during a practice match in
Student Union 1.20.

Chess Coach Bartlomiej “Bartek”
Macieja and Harwood are proud of the
team for their excellent season. The
Ospreys made the playoffs and earned a
first-round bye in their inaugural season.
In other chess news, the UT
Brownsville Chess Team will compete in
the Fall FIDE Open Tournament Friday
through Nov. 26 in Dallas.
Kovalyov, Stukopin, International
Master Max Cornejo and Woman
International Master Aura Salazar will
represent UTB in the tournament, hosted
by UT Dallas.
The UTB Chess Team competed in the
Houston Open Tournament last weekend
in Houston. Results were not available at
press time.
Stukopin, Vasquez, Salazar, Holden
Hernandez, Katerina Nemcova, Daniela
De la Parra, Jeffrey Serna and Armando
Cortez represented UTB in the Houston
tournament.

on various campus sites. The rest of the
tournament will take place Dec. 1-6 in
Delray Beach, Fla.
In the Red River Athletic Conference
Tournament semifinals, the No. 3-ranked
UTB Men’s Soccer Team faced off against
the Texas College Steers last Friday in
Houston. Results were not available at
press time.
The championship match was played
last Saturday in the Houston Amateur
Sports Park.
“As you know, our week now is, you
know, kind of win or go home,” Head
Coach Dan Balaguero said Tuesday.
“Hopefully, we’ve done enough to get in
the national tournament based on our
regular season. We have a big target on
our back because we kind of set the tone
in the regular season. We beat everybody
in the conference, so we know it’s going
to be difficult.”
Women’s Soccer
The NAIA National Women’s Soccer
Tournament will begin its opening round
Saturday at various campus sites and will
resume Dec. 2-6 in Orange Beach, Ala.
The UTB Women’s Soccer Team took
on the Huston-Tillotson University
Rams in the semifinals of the RRAC
Tournament last Friday in Houston. The
championship match was held Saturday
in the Houston Amateur Sports Park.
Results were unavailable at press time.
“We’re just excited at this point,” Head
Coach Helen Wagstaff said Tuesday.
“We’ve done the preparation and the
girls are playing really well. I think we’ll
just sit back and enjoy the ride.”
Golf
The UTB Men’s and Women’s Golf
teams will begin their offseason today
and plan to stay focused for their regular
season in Spring 2015.
“This is what is going to make or break
us for the spring,” Head Coach Daniel
Hayden said Thursday. “The harder
they work on the offseason, the better
we’re going to get for the actual spring.
… However the guys and girls work, the
better off we’re going to be in obtaining
our ultimate goal in the spring, going to
nationals.”

Watch our
weekly webcast on
youtube.com/UTBcollegian
UT Brownsville outside hitter Bojana Mitrovic tips the ball during practice Thursday in the Garza
Gym.
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Parents of 43 missing students cling to hope
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Christopher Sherman
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TIXTLA, Mexico--Maria Telumbre
knows fire. She spends her days making
tortillas over hot coals, and experience
tells her a small goat takes at least four
hours to cook. So she refuses to believe
the government’s explanation that gang
thugs incinerated her son and 42 other
missing college students in a giant
funeral pyre in less than a day, leaving
almost nothing to identify them.
The discovery of charred teeth and
bone fragments offers Telumbre no more
proof of her son’s death than did the
many graves unearthed in Guerrero state
since the students disappeared Sept. 26.
She simply does not accept that the ashes
belong to her 19-year-old son and his
classmates.
“How is it possible that in 15 hours
they burned so many boys, put them in
a bag and threw them into the river?”
Telumbre says. “This is impossible. As
parents, we don’t believe it’s them.”
For Telumbre, her husband, Clemente
Rodriguez, and other parents, the official
account is merely another lie from an
administration that wants to put this
mess behind it. Their demands for the
truth are fueling national outrage at the
government’s inability to confront the
brutality of drug cartels, corruption and
impunity.
The Rodriguez family’s chronicle of
disbelief is rooted in collusion between
Mexican officials and organized crime.

The students of the Rural Normal School
of Ayotzinapa were last seen in the
custody of police in the city of Iguala,
allegedly at the behest of the mayor.
Soldiers didn’t respond to the parents’
appeals for help. Federal officials waited
10 days before intervening. And then,
parents say, they focused on finding
graves rather than live students, so only
graves were found.
“They are hidden somewhere,” insists
Clemente Rodriguez. “I hope that they’re
going to let them go any day now.”
Guerrero is a rough state with an
economy fed by cultivation of heroin and
marijuana. Far from the tourist resorts
of Acapulco and Ixtapa, the Rodriguez
family lives in a farming enclave near the
school in Ayotzinapa. Rodriguez delivers
bottled water for a living, and Telumbre
sells tortillas she makes on an outdoor
stove.
Their son Christian wanted an
education to help support the family and
hoped to study agronomy at a university.
But his parents didn’t have the money,
so his only option was the tuition-free
teacher’s college, known for Spartan
living and radical politics. Fundraising
activities might include taking over
highway tollbooths or commandeering
buses to go to demonstrations.
On Sept. 26, Telumbre and Rodriguez
received a late-night call from their
daughter and rushed to the school. There
they were told that dozens of students
had gone to Iguala to raise money, and
police had attacked their buses.

Details slowly trickled in: Christian
was part of the group; a student was shot
in the head; three students and three
bystanders were dead; one of the dead
was found by a roadside with his face
flayed and eyes gouged out.
Rodriguez set out for Iguala with
about 10 parents. Their first stop was the
federal prosecutor’s office. They had to
force their way in, but officials said they
had no information.
City police also insisted they knew
nothing.
It turned out that federal authorities
were holding a few students. They were
released that evening, but Christian
wasn’t among them.
The parents searched in hospitals, at
city hall and on the local military base.
They chased leads that took them to
caves and an abandoned hacienda where
the students were rumored to be held by
a drug gang.
State officials arrested 22 Iguala police
in connection with the bus shooting, and
announced they were searching for 43
students. Mayor Jose Luis Abarca went
on the run with his wife, Maria Angeles
Pineda.
Still, there was no news on Christian.
Eight days after the students
disappeared, federal officials announced
more arrests and said suspects had led
them to hidden graves on a slope outside
Iguala where 28 bodies were discovered.
None matched those of the students.
Ten days after the disappearance,
President Pena Enrique Nieto announced

that he would send federal forces to “find
out what happened and apply the full
extent of the law.”
Over time, 10,000 federal agents and
dozens of forensics investigators joined
the search. A reward of 1.5 million
pesos (about $112,000) was offered
for information on the students. More
arrests were made, 76 in all.
Still, no students.
On Oct. 22, Attorney General Jesus
Murillo Karam announced that Mayor
Abarca had ordered police to intercept
the students in Iguala so they wouldn’t
interrupt a speech by his wife.
Finally, on Nov. 7, Murillo Karam went
on national television to give a detailed
account, based on interviews with
suspects:
The youths were hauled to the
neighboring town of Cocula in dump
trucks, so tightly packed that 15 died by
suffocating on the way. The rest were
killed there, and the bodies were piled
like cordwood on a pyre that burned for
15 hours, then were pulverized, bagged
and tossed into a river.
Authorities said degradation of the
remains made it difficult to extract DNA
for identification.
So the remains were sent to a laboratory
in Austria, seeking scientific results that
might allow Telumbre and Rodriguez to
finally accept the death of their son.
--Associated Press writers Mark
Stevenson and Jacobo G. Garcia in
Tixtla contributed to this report.

Surgeon with Ebola coming to U.S. for care
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FREETOWN, Sierra Leone--A surgeon
working in Sierra Leone has been
diagnosed with Ebola and was to be
flown Saturday to the United States for
treatment, officials from Sierra Leone
and the United States said.
Dr. Martin Salia was to be taken to
Omaha to be treated at the Nebraska
Medical Center, Sierra Leone’s chief
medical officer, Dr. Brima Kargbo, told
the Associated Press on Friday. The U.S.
Embassy in Freetown said Salia himself
was paying for the expensive evacuation.
He reportedly lives in Maryland.
The U.S. State Department said
Thursday that Salia’s wife, who also
lives in Maryland, has asked the State
Department to investigate whether he is
well enough to be flown to Nebraska.
Salia is a general surgeon who had
been working at Kissy United Methodist
Hospital in the Sierra Leone capital of
Freetown. Patients, including mothers
who hours earlier had given birth, fled
from the 60-bed hospital after news of the
Ebola case emerged, United Methodist
News reported.
The hospital was closed on Tuesday
after Salia tested positive and he was
taken to the Hastings Ebola Treatment
Center near Freetown, the church news
service said. Kissy hospital staffers will
be quarantined for 21 days.
A Sierra Leone citizen, the 44-year-old
lives in Maryland and is a permanent
U.S. resident, according to a person in
the United States with direct knowledge
of the situation. The person was not
authorized to release the information
and spoke on condition of anonymity.
The doctor will be the third Ebola
patient at the Omaha hospital and the

10th person with Ebola to be treated in
the U.S. The last, Dr. Craig Spencer, was
released from a New York hospital on
Tuesday.
The Nebraska Medical Center said
Thursday it had no official confirmation
that it would be treating another patient,
but that an Ebola patient in Sierra Leone
would be evaluated for possible transport
to the hospital. The patient would arrive
Saturday afternoon.
Salia came down with symptoms of
Ebola on Nov. 6 but test results were
negative for the deadly virus. He was
tested again on Nov. 10, and he tested
positive. Salia is in stable condition at
an Ebola treatment center in Freetown.
It wasn’t clear whether he had been
involved in the care of Ebola patients.
Kissy is not an Ebola treatment unit
but Salia worked at at least three other
medical facilities, United Methodist
News said, citing health ministry sources.
Sierra Leone is one of the three West
Africa nations hit hard by an Ebola
epidemic this year. Five other doctors in
Sierra Leone have contracted Ebola--and
all have died.
The disease has killed more than 5,000
people in West Africa, mostly in Sierra
Leone, Guinea and Liberia.
The hospital in Omaha is one of four
U.S. hospitals with specialized treatment
units for people with highly dangerous
infectious diseases. It was chosen for the
latest patient because workers at units
at Atlanta’s Emory University Hospital
and the National Institutes of Health
near Washington are still in a 21-day
monitoring period.
Those two hospitals treated two Dallas
nurses who were infected while caring
for Thomas Eric Duncan, a Liberian
man who fell ill with Ebola shortly after
arriving in the U.S. and later died.
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city from conveying the title to the park
or contractually agreeing to do so.
As of press time Friday, none of the
defendants had responded to the lawsuit,
according to the Cameron County Public
Access website (http://www.co.cameron.
tx.us/publicaccess).
The Collegian made multiple calls to
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez, City
Attorney Mark Sossi, City Commissioner
Rose Gowen and Kirk Tames, executive
director of real estate in the UT System’s
Office of General Counsel, throughout
last week but none of them returned the
calls.
In an interview with The Collegian last
Thursday, Saenz said he and Kendall filed
the lawsuit as private citizens because it
is a civil case and, as a district attorney,
his job is to prosecute criminal cases.
“In addition to being the D.A., I’m also
a taxpayer. I’m also a citizen, a citizen
of Brownsville,” Saenz said. “So, as a
citizen of Brownsville and having been
a taxpayer since 1978, paying taxes for
the college, then I have all the rights and
privileges that anybody else does. Since I
can’t do anything as the D.A., then I will
do it as my private citizen capacity.”
At Wednesday’s hearing, Nelson will
also determine whether the TRO should

LEAVING
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editing techniques from an amateur level
to an intermediate level. I had received
training from a few courses offered in
UTB’s Communication Department and
worked on independent productions.
That experience, and my love for visual
arts and cinema, established my interest
in cameras.
Although my job at The Collegian
involves video a lot more than
photography, I’ve always wanted to
discover my potential in photography.
I’m comfortable with capturing video, but
I could use improvement in photography.

WORLD

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
There is a quote in the TV series “New
Girl” that perfectly summarizes the world
right now: “The economy stinks, bees are
dying and movies are pretty much all
sequels now.”
And if you don’t know already that if
all the bees in the world die, which they
are doing in massive numbers, we would
probably live for maybe five years, tops,
according to a television documentary I
saw about a year ago.
So why is it that everyone in the world is
more interested in what Kim Kardashian
does or does not do than in all the wars
happening around the world?
Why is it we would rather have a job
that we hate but pays well than a job
that we love but has low pay? Well, the
answer is easy--because to have a decent
life these days is extremely expensive and
people would rather be miserable in their
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be made a temporary injunction.
The plaintiffs claim that the Brownsville
City Commission vote on Nov. 4 to
convey the land known as Lincoln Park
was illegal and should be void for several
reasons.
The lawsuit claims Local Government
Code Section 253.001 “forbids a
municipality from selling a park unless
the sale is first approved in an election by
the voters.”
Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Code “forbids a city from selling
a park or another governmental entity
from taking a park unless 1) there is
no feasible and prudent alternative
to the use or taking of such land; and
2) the program of project includes all
reasonable planning to minimize harm to
the land as a park,” according to the suit.
Saenz and Kendall also allege Section
21 of the city charter gives the city the
power to acquire parks, but it does not
grant the city the power to sell or give the
park away.
The suit states neither UT System
nor UT Brownsville has concrete plans
for what will be built on the land that is
currently Lincoln Park.
And although the plan was to sell the
park for $6.5 million, its fair market
value is millions of dollars more than
$6.5 million, the suit states, citing an
appraisal made by Aquire and Patterson
Inc., which valued the land between

$8,860,000 and $9,360,000.
Additionally, the suit states that Section
174.004 of the Local Government Code
prohibits city commissioners from voting
on items when they have a conflict of
interest. Section 38-31 of the Brownsville
City Ordinances states: “To avoid the
appearance and risk of impropriety, a
city official or employee shall not take an
official action that he knows is likely to
affect particularly the economic interest
of … the official’s or employee’s outside
employer.”
The ordinance also states that “a city
official or employee whose conduct
or action on a matter would violate
subsection (a) or (b) of this section
must recuse himself and that the city
official or employee shall “immediately
refrain from further participation in the
matter, including discussions with any
person likely to consider the matter; and
promptly file with the city secretary a
written statement disclosing the conflict
on a form provided by the city secretary.”
Saenz claims in the lawsuit that Gowen
is an employee of the UT System, serving
as medical director of the UT Clinical
Research Unit at UT Brownsville.
“However, Commissioner Gowen did
not disclose this conflict, served at the
public hearing regarding the sale of the
park, and was the deciding vote on the
sale of Lincoln Park,” the suit states.
The suit further claims that “because

Gowen’s vote was illegal and void due
to her undisclosed conflict of interest
there was not a majority vote of the
city commission to make the findings
required by Chapter 26 of the Parks and
Wildlife Code or to approve the resolution
authorizing the sale of the park.”
Other bases for the prohibiting the sale
of the park, according to the lawsuit:
--the notices by the city of Brownsville
did not give fair notice to the citizens that
the city proposed to sell or gift Lincoln
Park for less than fair market value. “At
the meeting, the city attorney changed
the language of the resolution from a
sale to a “conveyance” with $6.5 million
in relocation costs paid. Such a bait-andswitch on the citizenry violated the Open
Meetings Act, and the vote approving the
resolution is therefore voidable”;
--The city entered into a contractual
agreement with the Texas Department
of Transportation when the state
agency took the park’s prior location
as part of a highway expansion project.
In that agreement, the department
agreed to spend about $1.5 million
in improvements on the park, and in
exchange the city agreed to maintain the
property as a park. Saenz and Kendall
claim that in conveying the land to the
UT System, the city will breach this
contract since the land will no longer be
a public park.

This new job opportunity allows me to
explore that.
I am prepared for the challenge of
working on a snowy mountain and being
on my own for a while. I have resided
in Brownsville my entire life and am
excited about going to a different place,
meeting new people and gaining life and
professional experience.
The job is seasonal and will end in midApril. During my time there, I intend to
apply for jobs where I can put my degree
to use. I plan to spend at least one year
in Colorado, to challenge and prove to
myself that I can make it on my own.
I’m not saying Brownsville lacks

opportunity and promise, but I feel held
back by my hometown. I know this town
left to right, forward and backward, up
and down and all around. I need change.
I thrive on the promise of it.
Dec. 29 marks my start date at
EpicMix. I have less than two months to
make my final preparations, visit with
my loved ones, pack my bags and embark
on the journey to the rest of my life. I
hope I continue to grow, whether it’s in
Colorado or in Vancouver, Canada, which
is where I hope to get to in five years to
tap its television production market, or
simply grow and discover anywhere that
life decides to take me.

I will miss you, Brownsville, your
culture, your traditions and your people.
I will miss the food my mother cooked for
me, the handiwork I would do with my
father, the spots where I would convene
with my friends and the streets I cruised
up and down on every day. You will
always be my home and I hope to return
one day, accomplished, experienced and
humbled to share with my loved ones
everything that I experienced.
To borrow from Humphrey Bogart’s
line to Ingrid Bergman in “Casablanca”
on that rainy airport runway, “Here’s
looking at you, Brownsville.”

jobs, and it’s understandable.
Back in the day everything was
handmade and of good quality but
now handmade stuff of good quality is
rare and extremely expensive because
everything is mass produced.
So why is the world like this? Is it
the technology? Is it maybe kids are not
being taught the important values in life?
I don’t know, but something has been
lost in the transition of the years.
There are some things we can do:
being the best that we can be, being nice
to people, helping people in need if we
can and helping protect our environment
and its species because we only have one
planet and we need to take care of it.
But, above all, it’s our responsibility
to raise the kids of today with the right
values and education so that their future
and ours will be better and, hopefully,
one without prejudice, discrimination
and violence.

Only two more issues left
for the Fall 2014 semester!
Make sure to send us your story requests,
announcements and letters to the editor to
collegian@utb.edu by 5 p.m. today!

Résumé + experience = a job

Andrea Torres/Collegian

Diana Falcon, a senior early childhood through sixth grade bilingual generalist major, signs in at the
Tyler Independent School District table during the UT Brownsville Teachers Job Fair, held Thursday
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Looking on is Tyler ISD Bilingual Recruiter and Translator Leticia
Arroyo. The fair, sponsored by UTB’s Career Services Department, drew 40 recruiters and 203
students, Program Director Juan Andres Rodriguez told
The Collegian.
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Mixing arts and science

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian Photos
Freshman physics major Luis Segura pours lighter fluid into a bin to start a fire “tornado” during the Physics Circus at the Rio Grande Science and Arts
Festival Community Day held Nov. 8 on the Student Union lawn.

Junior physics major Miguel Pays sits back as
the fire tornado grows. The fire tornadoes
created by the Physics Circus can range from 15
to 20 feet in height.

Children participate in a game of tug of war during the Physics Circus. Directing the Physics Circus
are physics graduate student Jing Luo and biomedical sciences freshman Ana Cahuiche.
Junior mechanical engineering major Eduardo Araiza and junior physics major Miguel Payns position
fans that shape the fire tornado.

Freshman physics major Francisco Llamas pours liquid nitrogen into a container to freeze various
objects during a Physics Circus demonstration.

RiSA

Freshman physics freshman Luis Segura smashes a cinder block on physics freshman Francisco
Llamas.
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